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LIUPO BITAEMO FOCTEM Y HALLOMY XPAMI
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS TO OUR COMMUNITY

PO3KINAA HEAIbHUX BOrOCIYXIHb - SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Y 3B’AA3Ky 3 naHAeMielo, ans 6axarounx npuctynutu go Ce. Cnogigi i CB. MpeyacTs- cnoBiab 6yae 3aranbHa nepeg MonutBok Ao CB.
MpuyacTa (Bipoto Focnoau i BU3Hato...) a gnsa po3saadi C.. NMpuyacta 6yayTb BUKOPUCTOBYBATUCA OQHOPA30Bi NTOXKUYKM.

Due to the pandemic, Holy Confession will only be done as a group, before the reading of the Holy Communion prayer. Disposable
spoons will be used for Holy Communion. Personal confessions are by appointment only.

Mu npodoexysamumemo npsiMy mpaHcsayito Hawux HedinbHux sionpas. We will continue to live stream our Sunday services.

13-ro rpyaHsa, 27-ma Hegins nicna Tponui December 13, 27th Sunday after Pentecost
Jlitypria 10:00 paHky Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am
19-ro rpyaHsa, cy6ota CB. Mukonas December 19, St. Nicholas the Wonderworker
Jlitypria 9:30 paHky Divine Liturgy at 9:30 am
20-ro rpyaHs, 28-ma Hegina nicna Tpowudi December 20, 28th Sunday after Pentecost
Jlitypria 10:00 paHky Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am
27-ro rpyaHsA, 29-ta Hegins nicna Tpouui December 27, 29th Sunday after Pentecost
Jlitypria 10:00 paHky Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am

MoTpebyroTb Hawmx monuTtoB: Teopocis baeep, Bipa byyak-CureH, Tapac N'ykano, Jllogmuna Kouepra, Hukonan Muxanntok,
Onera lMiHo, KOnis Mywkap, OkcaHa PycuH, 3eHosis i MNeTtpo Cadynko, Ctedania WeB4yk, JaHuno i AHToHiHa CTeunwmH, Mapis
Tekena, Onecs Bonowyk, Mapist 3anescbka, AHHa 3ybeHko, Mapycsa 3umoeLb, HOpin Manuyk, Teogop i Kcena Camontok, Opucsa
Asaummipeub, ManvHa Bakynin, Mapia [euranno XXutuHceka,lMaeno Oeuranno, xeHedep KywHip, OneHa JlaHuyepec, Mapio i
AnacTtacia OHuwyk, Codia Octanyyk

Prayers for health: Theodosia Bawer, Vera Buchak-Séguin, Taras Hukalo, Ludmila Kocherha, Nickolai Michailuk, Mario and
Anastasia Onyszchuk, Olga Pineau, Julie Puszkar, Oksana Rusyn, Zenovia & Peter Safulko, Stella Shewchuk, Dan & Antonina
Stechysin, Mary Tekela, Lesia Voloshchuk, Maria Zalewski, Anna Zubenko, Marusia Zymowec, George Panciuk, Teddy and Xenia
Samoluk, Orysia Avdimiretz, Halyna Wakulin, Mary Dwyhaijlo Zytynsky, Paul Dwyhaijlo, Jennifer Kushnir, Helen Lancheres, Zofia
Ostapchuk.




NAPA®IANbHI NOAII TA OrONIOWEHHA

PARISH EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

MOXOPOH: cnoume y lNocnogi Ha 99 poui kuTTs,
AOBroniTHIN napadisaHuH Hawoi Kateapu, Onekca
MayvkoBCHKUNA.

Bin 6yB Haa3BU4anNHOK MUIOK, JOBPOIO MHOAMHOLD,
rnmboko Bipytoumi, Nobus xpam boxuin, 3aexaun 3i
CBOE NOKINHOI ApYxMHOK Paicoto BigBigysanu
BorocnyxeHHs.

MokinHWI cniBaB y LEPKOBHOMY Ta YOJIOBIYOMY XOpi
“Cypma’ nig kepiBHMLUTBOM 61. Nnam i
MpoTonpecsitTepa 0. Bonogumupa Cnito3aps.

3anuwme y cMyTKy AoHbKY Mapito, cuHa Pomana i
BHYyuYKy KacaHapy.

Bucnosntioemo wype cniBvyTTa AiTAM, BHYYLi Ta BCi
POAVHI, TUM XTO 3HaB MOKiNHOro. BivyHa i GnaxeHHa
oMy nam aTb.

FUNERAL: Alex Pachkowsky, a long-time parishioner of our Cathedral,
reposed in the Lord on Tuesday, December 8, 2020 at the age of 99. He
was an extremely good and kind man, a deep believer.

He loved church and always attended services with his late wife Raisa.
He was an active member of the church.

He sang in the church choir and men's choir “Surma” under the direction
of blessed memory Protopresbyter Fr. Volodymyr Sluzar.

He left in grief his daughter Maria, son Roman and granddaughter
Cassandra. We express our sincere condolences to the children, the
whole family and those who knew him..

The funeral was held from our Cathedral on Wednesday December 9,
2020. May his memory be eternal.

KAHAIl YOUTUBE “Saint Sophie Orthodox Cathedral
Montreal: lNouunHatoun 3 13 rpyaHs, 2020 p. mu 6ygemo
TpaHcnoBaTh Hawi BoxxecTteeHHi JliTyprii 3 YouTube.
Baxatoui 6bpatun yyactb y JliTyprii y pexxumi (OH-naviH)
niaNUWITbCA Ha Haw kaHan YouTube!

YOUTUBE CHANNEL “Saint Sophie Orthodox Cathedral Montreal”
Beginning December 13, we will be streaming our services from
YouTube. Please subscribe to our YouTube channel!

HACTIHHI KANEHAOPAPI 2021: moxHa npuabatu B
Heainto Big cTapwux 6patie nepeg Jlityprieto abo no
3akiHyeHt. Baptictb ogHoro $6.00.

WALL CALENDARS 2021: The parish received church wall calendars.
The cost of each is $6.00. Those who wish to purchase, please contact
church elder brothers before or after Divine Liturgy.

AOYXOBHI PO3MOBU OEKAHATY MOHPEAIb-
OTTABA YU 8 KAHALI: Mu 3anpoLuyemo KOXHOI
n'aTHuui Big 20:00-21:00 oH-naniH Ha Facebook
(Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Ottawa) Ha gyxoBHy
PO3MOBY HacToATENB TPbOX Napadin Haworo JekaHaTy:
MporT. o.lropa KyTawa, o. Iropa Oxpumdyka i IMpoT. o.
Bonogumupa KywHipa. [Mig yac po3moBu y4acHUKN
MOXYTb MMCATU 3anUTaHHS | XTOCb 3 OTLiB BaM
BiNOBICTb.

SPIRITUAL DISCUSSION LED BY UOCC MONTREAL-OTTAWA
MISSION DEANERY CLERGY: All are invited to join them, Fridays
8pm-9pm on Facebook (Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral in Ottawa). You
may post questions and commentaries. Participants include: Very Rev.
Dr Ihor Kutash, Fr Ihor Okhrimtchouk and Very Rev. Volodymyr
Kouchnir.

YNEHCBKA BKINAOKA 2020 - uepkoBHa paga,
3BEPTaEMOCS OO TUX, XTO LLie MOBHICTIO HE 3annaTtus
CBOI PiYHY YNeHbCKY BKNaaKy Ao uepksu. Bawa
YNeHCbKa BKMNagka gonomarae YacTUHHO MOoKpuBaTh
BUTPaTU napadii, CBITNO, OrpiBaHHA LIEPKBW, NepcoHar.
XTO Sk He MU, AIKLLIO He Tenep- TO Konu? Hk
napadisH1n HeCemMo BiAMNoOBiAarnbHICTb Nepes CBOEK
napadieto. Ao AoBGpuii nacTup AyLly CBOK Noknagae
3a CBOIX OBEYOK, TaK i 4OOPUIA XpUCTUAHMH He3abyBae
Npo CBill XPUCTUAHCBHKNIA 0O0B A30K, CTOCOBHO CBOET
uepksu. Kpim Toro craroum yneHom napacdii Bu Maete
npaBo rofiocy Ha pivHMx 36opax. 3a 2020 pik uneHcbka
Bknagka ctaHoBuTb $180 oguHoki, $300 poanHa/xiHka i
yonosik. [pocMMO HagcunaT Yeka Ha iM s LLepKBU.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP DUES 2020 - We are encouraging you to pay
your membership for 2020 as soon as possible. Your membership dues
support and help partially cover the costs of the parish such as:
electricity, heating of the church, cleaning and staff. Who if not us, if
not now, then when? As parishioners, we have a responsibility to our
parish. If a good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep, so a good
Christian does not forget his Christian duty to his church. Being a
member of the parish, this also gives you the opportunity to vote at our
Annual General Meeting and have an impact on the decisions that are
made by our parish. The membership dues for 2020 are $180 single and
$300 family. Please make cheque payable to St. Sophie Cathedral. God
bless you!!

CEPISl iYXOBHWX AOMOBIAEW - neplua gonosias
BinOynetbca 13 rpyaHa, 2020 i TpMBaTMMYTh WO MicALS
00 vepBHA 2021 poky. Temn gonosigen po3milleHi B
HaLLIOMY LIEPKOBHOMY JTUCTKY, Ha HaLlii eNeTPOHHIN
ctopiHui www.stSophieMontreal.com Ta Ha Facebook:
OFFICIAL Saint Sophie Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral.
Tema nepwoi gonosiai: “ be3akoHe4uHe kono - Big bora,
Ao bora” - npot. BorgaH Magbo (Owaea, OHTapio),
nicna JTityprii B uepksi (nimit 25 ocib) Ta B

OHIMaNH peXuMi, a 3annTaHHA MOXHa 3afaBaTh Ha
Facebook. 3anpoLwyemo BCix baxkaroumx.

ST. SOPHIE ADULT MINISTRIES LECTURE SERIES: The first lecture
will begin on December 13, 2020 and will continue monthly until June
2021. The topics of the lectures are available in our church bulletins, on
our website www.stSophieMontreal.com and Facebook page: OFFICIAL
Saint Sophie Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral.

The first lecture “An infinite circle - from God to God” (in Ukrainian)
will be presented by Very Rev. Bohdan Hladio (Oshawa, ON), following
Divine Liturgy in the church (25 people max). Lectures will be live
streamed and questions may be posted on Facebook. Everyone is
encouraged to attend.




MPUCYTHICTb HA MITYPIIT: LL|o6 He nepesuLLyBaTy
nimiT y 25 ocib (3rigHo 3 anpekTnBamu ypagy Keebeky),
Ans BiABiayBaHHA HeginbHoi JliTyprii Bam noTtpibHO
3apeecTtpyBaTuca go 12 roguHm cy6otu (oHem
paHiwe) y AHHM ManvHoBCbKOi 3a Homepom (514) 232-
2818 abo home_anna@hotmail.com

CHURCH ATTENDANCE: In order to not exceed 25 people (according
to Quebec government directives), to attend Sunday Liturgy you are
required to preregister by Saturday 12 pm of the week of the Liturgy
with Anna Malynowsky (AHHa MannHoBcbka) at (514) 232-2818

or home_anna@hotmail.com

Y 3B'AA3Ky 3 naHAeMi€ro, Ans 6axaroumx NpUCTynNnUTU
po Cs. Cnosigi Ta C.. lMpeyvacTs-y 3BA3Ky 3
naHgemicto, cnoBiab Oyae 3aranbHa a gns posgadi
Cg. MpuyacTta 6yayTb BUKOPUCTOBYBaTUCA
OQHOPAa30Bi NNOXKUYKMN.

Due to the pandemic, Holy Confession will only be done as a group,
before the reading of the Holy Communion prayer. Disposable
spoons will be used for Holy Communion. Personal confessions
are by appointment only.

LIEPKOBHUW XOP: Mia yac 6orocnysiHb cnisaTuMyTh
nvwe 2-4 cnieaku.

CHURCH CHOIR: Only 2-4 singers will sing during the services.

BIBTAPHA APYXWHA: npucnyxHuku nig yac naHaemii
NPOCMMO CTPUMATUCH Y NPUCIYroBYBaHHI y BiBTapi.

ALTAR SERVERS: There will be no altar servers.

3ATANbHI IHOOPMALIT

GENERAL INFORMATION

NMAPKYBAHHA: lNMapkoBka obmexeHa vepes Te, Lo
Bellechasee 3apa3 € 04HOCTOPOHHBOK Bynuueto (3axia),
a napKyBaHHS [O3BOSEHO nuwle 3 ogHoro 6oky. Alfred
Dallaire Memoria g03BOMsiE HaM KOPUCTYBATUCS X
NapKOBKOK NNLLE B HEAIMIO BPaHL,.

PARKING: Parking is limited due to the fact that Bellechasse is now a
one-way street (west) and parking is only allowed on one side. Alfred
Dallaire Memoria is allowing us to use their parking lot Sunday mornings.

KOHTAKTHA IH®OPMALUIA: akwo Bn nomiHanm abo
NnraHyeTe MiHATM CBOK JOMALLHIO YK NOLITOBY aapecy,
3BepHiTbCa Ao Bonoanmmpa OcTtanyyka
vostapchuk76@gmail.com.

CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE: - Please contact Walter
Ostapchuk at vostapchuk76@gmail.com if your status, address,
telephone numbers or e-mail address have changed.

BW HE BAYMNU JOBLLUWA YAC B LIEPKBI CBOIX
OPY3IB? 3atenedoHynTe im. [JoBigantecsa sik BOHU
noxueatoTb. [lante iM 3HaTW, WO BM NPO HUX OyMAETe Ta
TypbyeTeca. [lobpe cnoBo Ta Bawla yBara - 3irpie ayLuy
TIHOOVHI.

HAVEN'T SEEN SOMEONE IN A WHILE IN THE CHURCH? Give
them a call. See how they are doing. Let them know that you not only
miss them but also care enough to see if everything is okay. A kind word
can go a long way.

NMEPEKA3ATU NOXEPTBY ONA LLEPKBU ABO
3ANNATUTU CBOIO YNEHCBLKY BKNAOKY
HATUCHITb: www.canadahelps.org abo Hagjwnitb
yepes eneKkTpoHHUI nepekas Interac E-Transfer Ha
agpecy stsophiemti@gmail.com. dakyemo 3a BaLui Wwmpi
NoXepTBW.

ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS can be made by
visiting www.canadahelps.org or via Interac E-Transfer to
stsophiemtl@gmail.com Thank you for your generosity.

LLLO O3HAYAE BYTU YNIEHOM NAPA®II

AKLLO NOrMAHYTU OYyXe YBAXHO, MM MOXEMO MOMITUTH, Lo Hawi napadii no KaHagi He 30inbLlyoTbCs, a HaBnaku,
CTaloTb MEHLWUMU. M1 MOXXeMO 3BUHYBaTUTW CYCMiNbCTBO, NMUEMIpHUX napadisH, AyXOBHUX MPOBIAHMKIB 4K

CBSILLEHVKIB.

Ane Mu, SK YUNeHn uepkeKn, Yacom BTpadaemo BibniiHe po3yMiHHsS TOro, L0 03Havae ByTK YaCTUHOK XPUCTOBOrO Tina.
Bor He 30yayBaB HaMm MiCLIEBI LiepkBY, LLLOD NepeTBOpUTK iX HA Knybau, Ae YNeHCTBO 03Ha4ae, LWo M1 MaeMo npusinei
Ta ninbrn. BiH noknukae 0O LEPKBM, WOO crny>Xutu, NiknyBaTucs Npo iHWKMX, MONUTUCS 3a NPOBIAHUKIB, BUMTUCS,
HaB4yaTW, JaBaTu i, B AesKNX BUNaAAKaxX, BMUpaTu 3apagu €BaHrenis.

Y Hosomy 3aBiTi € pag MicLlb, Ae MU MOXEMO NOBavMTH YiTKy KapTUHY YNeHcTBa B Lepksi. [lesiki LepKoBHi KepiBHUKM
Ta yneHu Llepksum po3rnsagalTb YNEeHCTBO SK CyYacHy KoHLUenuito BisHecy uM opraHisadii, ToMy BOHW HEe pO3yMitoTh, LLLO

YNEHCTBO, HaBnaku, gyxe bibninHe.

Bibnis noscHioe ue ayxe sacHo. Hanpuknag cnosa Anoctona Maena go 1 KopuHtaHam 12: 27-28: «Tenep Bu Tino

Xpuctose .... | bor nomicTnB Ue Tino y uepksi ".




Yun BU Gaunte pisHMUIO? YUneHun LepKBM CKNagaroTb Line Tino 3 1horo Baxnuemmm YyactmHamu. Anocton aBsno nogase
mMeTadhopy NpPOo TifNO | NOACHIOE, L0 YNEHM - Le OKPEMi YaCTUHM Tina.

Hesiki - ye oyi; iHWI - 8yxa. Jeski Hoau; uie iHwi - pyku. 13 ybo2o An. NMaeno pobums sucHogok: « OCKifibKuU, K Mifio
00He xo4 bazamo Mae YfieHis, i 8Ci YrieHU mina, xoy € ix i 6aeamo, cmaHoe15imb 00He mino, mak sik Xpucmocs (1
KopuHmsiHam 12:12).

Konu Bu cTaeTe YneHom Akorocb Knyoy, Bu nnatuTte iHWuM, Wwob BOHM BUKOHYBanu poboTy 3a Bac abo ans eac. 3
YIEHCTBOM Y LIEPKBI HABNakW, KOXEH Mae CBO porib abo cyHkuito. Ock Yomy Oesiki - ue pyKu, Hoau, 8yxa Yu o4i. Mu
8Ci Pi3Hi, ane Mu € HeOobXiOHi YacmuHU yirioceo mina.

Omxe, KOXXHa YacTMHa NOBWHHA BMKOHYBaTK CBOK poboTy, W06 He cTpaxaano Bce Tino. Cepen YneHis LEpKksu €

Yy[0Ba Pi3HOMAHITHICTb. Bibnis 4iTkKO roBOpPUTb, LLO SKLLO O4HA YacTMHA He BUKOHYE CBOK poboTy, BCE TiNO NOraHo

dyHKUioHY€E. Ane AKLWo ogHa YacTuHa gobpe BUKOHYE CBOKO poboTy, Bee Tino pagie i ctae cunbHiwmm: «OTxe, SKLWo
CTpagae oguH YneH, pa3oM i3 HUM CTpaX4atoTb i BCi YNeHW; SKWOo OAHOMo YneHa BLUaHOBYHOTb, YCi YneHn pagiloTb

ubomMy »(1 KopuHtsiHam 12:26).

Heski niogn kaxyTb; =~ Yomy 8 noBmHeH ByTn YneHom napadii? 3agatoum Ui 3annTaHHa MOXHa oTpumatun barato
pisHMx Bignosigen. OTxe, XTO Takvi napadisHUH? - ue NoanHa, Ska NpuxoanTb 40 LEpPKBU HA MOMUTBY, sika XepTBye
CBIl CBIil Yac Ta cunu ang pocTy napadii, sika roToBa Mo CBOIV MOXITMBOCTI MiATpUMaTH napagito iHaHCOBO.

He Bci Yacom napadisHy po3ymitoTb, Wo boxxecTBeHHa JiTypria € LeHTpansHuM Micuem B xuTTi napadii. Mu He
npUxogMMo Ao Lepksu, wobd 3pobuTtn Haworo Mocnoga wacnmeum. Mu pobumo Le Hacnpaeai gns cebe. Mu xuBemo B
TakoMy CyCninbCTBi, ike FOBOPUTb, LLIO MEHi He NOTPIBHO NpuxoanTh A0 UEepKBM MONUTUCH, S MOXY MONUTUCS Oe-
3aBrogHo i byab-ge. [o Ttoro x monutea Ha boxxecTBeHHin JliTyprii HacnpaBai Hi4Oro MeHi He gae. A HiYoro He
oTpumyto Big Cnyxou.

Mo npaBgi Kaxy4n, M1 MOXELL MONUTUCA e 3aBrofHo, ane € WoCh BaXnumBe, KON MU perynsapHo 3bnpaemocs Ha
MOMMTBY 3 IHWWUMM 3 NIOABMMU, Lie Hac Haguxae, NigHOCUTb Ha AyCi, Hawa MonuTBa PobMTLCA CUSMBHILLIOK, KON OBOE
abo Tpoe 3bupatoTbea B iM s [ocnogHe.

Konn mn o6’egHyemMoch ogHe 3 O4HMM B MOMNUTBI, Lie Aa€e Ham Harody 3MiHIOBaTUCS, CTaBaTh KpaLMMn, SKUN Takum
TepMmiH B 6orocnosii- OBOXXEHHA. Lle Henerko i gekonn mu 3anmtyemo "LLo ue BoHO MeHi pae?"

B npoueci nocTiHOI 3aAHATOCTI, pisHOro pogy o60BA3KiB, HaM NOTPIOHO 3HATW, LLO MM HE CaMOTHI B Uit MaHApiBLi
3€MHOro XUTTA. Hawa npucyTHICTb, HaBiTb MW MOXEMO NPO Le i He 3HaTW, MOXe AOMOMOITH iHLWIN JIIOANHI
HagMXHYTY il Ha BOpPOTLOY 3 pi3HMMK TPyOHOLLLAMM Ta pO3NoYaTU HOBUIK TUXKOEHb 3 MigHECEHWU HacTpoemM. Mu
MOXXEeMO LbOoro i 3HaTn, ane bor moxe i BUKOpUCTOBYE Hac, Wob ByTn gxepenom ninbdagbopeHHs Anst iHWnX.

LLlock iHWe TpannseTbes 3 HaMu, Konu My 3bupaemock Ha boxxecTBeHHy JliTyprito. MpocTUn akT 3BUYHOI PYTUHM
HaLLIOro XXMTTS, KON MU MPUXOAMMO Ha HeAiNbHY Criy0y € CBig4YEeHHAM TOro, Lo € Wochk GinbLie 3a Hac, Woch nosa
Hamn. Mu He € ueHTp cBiTy. bor € ueHTpoMm Haworo XuTTs. BiH - TBOpeLb, MU - CTBOPEHI.

ByTu yacTnHo napadii TakoX € BaXXNMBMM acrnekToM YrieHcTBa B napadii. Hivoro Tak cobi He cTaeTbes, AKWwo
NI0OUHA He Xo4e aKTMBI3yBaTUCS Ta 3anpOnoHyBaTy CBOH LOMOMOTrY.

Ane My He npocTo TyT, Wob abatn Npo cBoi NoTpedu, My NoknMkaHi 6yTn MiCIOHEPCBKOIO LIepKBOLO, 3anpo LyBaTK
iHLUIMX NPEAHYBATUCS 00 HALWIOI LLepKOBHOI poauHu. Mu BipMmo, Lo Bor 6riarocnoBuB KOXHOMO 3 HaC PisHUMMA
3gibHocTaMK, TanaHTamu i BiH xouy, Wo Ti TanaHTy M1 He 3akonysBanw, Ui gapu aki bor Ham gae, Mornu BXxuBaTu B
CNyxXiHHi ans iHwwnx. Konu lcyc BukoHaB yce, wo OTeupb I710|\/|y 3anoBiB,BiH noknuka AnocTtonis i ckasas: Maitb, omxe, i
3pobiTb Y4HAMM BCi Hapoau: xpecTaum ix B im'a OTus i CuHa, i Ceartoro [Jyxa, i HaB4atoum ix 6epertu Bce, LWO S Bam
3anosie. OTxe A 3 Bamu MO BCi AHi ax Ao KiHuU4 Biky ". (MaTsiga 28: 18-20)

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE MEMBER OF THE PARISH

If we look very carefully, we can notice that our parishes across Canada not getting bigger but in opposite, becoming
smaller. We can blame it on secular culture, the hypocritical members, leaders and the uncaring priests.

But we who are church members sometimes we lost the biblical understanding of what it means to be a part of the
body of Christ.

God did not give us local churches to become country clubs where membership means we have privileges and perks.
He placed us in churches to serve, to care for others, to pray for leaders, to learn, to teach, to give, and, in some
cases, to die for the sake of the gospel.



There are a number of places in the New Testament where we can see a clear picture of church membership. Some
church leaders and members view membership as a modern business or organizational concept, so they reject the
label as unbiblical. Membership, to the contrary, is very biblical.

The Bible explains “members” differently than secular culture. For example, look at the term in 1 Corinthians 12:27-28:
“Now you are the body of Christ, and individual members of it. And God has placed these body in the church.”

Do we see the difference? Members of a church comprise the whole and are essential parts of it. The apostle Paul
would carry the body metaphor further and explain that members are individual parts of the body.

Some are eyes; others are ears. Some are feet; still others are hands. That is why he concludes: “For as the body is
one and has many parts, and all the parts of that body, though many, are one body—so also is Christ” (1 Corinthians
12:12).

With a country club membership you pay others to do the work for you. With church membership, everyone has a role
or function. That is why some are hands, feet, ears, or eyes. We are all different, but we are necessary parts of the
whole.

Each part, therefore, has to do its work, or the whole body suffers. There is a beautiful diversity in the midst of unity in
church membership. The Bible makes it clear that if one part does not do its job, the whole body does not function well.
But if one part does its job well, the whole body rejoices and is stronger: “So if one member suffers, all the members
suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it” (1 Corinthians 12:26).

Some people saying; =* Why | have to be member of the parish? Asking this questions is likely to generate many
different responses. What makes sense that a parishioner is a person who comes to Church for prays, who offers their
time and energy to the activities of the parish and who is willing to support the parish financially. That sounds fine, as
far as it goes, but what does it really mean?

Not all people understand, that Divine Liturgy is central to all that we are about. We don’t come to the church to make
Jesus happy. We do it really for ourselves. We live in a culture that says | don’t have to come to Church to pray, | can
pray anywhere, at home.

This is truth you can pray anywhere, but there is something important about gathering with people on a regular basis,
rubbing shoulders with them, getting inspired by them, becoming frustrated and even exasperated with them. We
come together and mash on one another and in the process we change. That’s not an easy thing to hear in our highly
individualistic culture.

The question that is most asked “What'’s in this for me?” we need to stand with others. We're in this together and we
only come to know who we are of being together. And that means coming and praying with one another at Divine
Liturgy—on the days when I’'m in a good mood and on the days when the last place we want to be is praying with
others.

Simply put, we need one another. We need to know that we are not alone as we try to do this journey of life. Our
presence, even when we may not be aware of it, can be the one thing that helps another person make it through the
week. In an age when we tend to think “what is in it for me,” we need to know that God can and does use us to be a
source of encouragement and life for others. And he can do this even when we feel least like giving or feel we have
nothing to offer.

Something else happens when we come together for Divine Liturgy. The simple act of disrupting the normal routines
of our life and coming to Sunday Service is an acknowledgment that there is something bigger than us, something
beyond us. We are not the center of the world. God is the center of our life. He is the creator, we are the created.
Being part of the life of the parish is also an important aspect of membership in a parish. None of these happen unless
people are willing to step up and offer their help. One aspect of parish membership is being willing to be a part of
these efforts.

But we are not just here to take care of our needs, we are called to be a missionary church, to have an outward view
especially in reaching out to our brothers and sisters in need beyond our parish.

We believe God has blessed each of us with different abilities and the question we challenge each other with is “How
is God asking me to use my gifts in service to others?” When Jesus had accomplished everything he set out to do, and
was about to return to the Father, he commissioned the Disciples, saying: "All authority in heaven and on earth has
been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am
with you always." (Matthew 28: 18-20)



